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PIRBRIGHT PARISH COUNCIL  
    Highways & Environment Committee 
 
 

Minutes of the meeting held on 14 October 2009 in the Parish Shop at 7.30pm. 
Those present were Cllr A. King (Chairman), Cllr J. Bohling, Cllr R. Richmond, Cllr J. 
Standing and Lindsay Graham (Clerk).  A resident from Church Lane also attended to 
listen to the discussion on Item 3:1. 

 
1. Apologies and Declarations of Interest – To Receive Apologies for Absence and 

Declarations of Interest on Any Agenda Item below 
1:1 There were no apologies for absence. 
1:2 Cllr King made a personal declaration of interest re Item 4:1. 
 

2. Minutes – To Approve the Minutes of the Last Meeting 
Minutes of the meeting held on 17 June 2009 were approved and signed by the 
Chairman. 

 
3. Road Safety 

3:1 To Consider Safety Issues to Church Lane 
3:1:a Members considered suggestions for safety improvements along Church Lane 
raised in correspondence from parishioners. It was agreed that safety for both pedestrians 
and drivers in the lane has been worsened by extra traffic using it as a cut-through to 
Grange Road in order to avoid School Lane, when even 30mph can seem too fast for 
pedestrians who don’t have much room to seek refuge from passing vehicles. 
3:1:b Surrey CC Highways have improved signage with more arrows on the road 
surface, but the narrowness of the lane can make it dangerous in some places, 
particularly in the two-way stretches to the Church and further down from Appletree 
Cottage to Grange Road, because some motorists believe that it is one-way for the whole 
length. The situation is worsened by some cyclists (and even cars) that come into the 
village against the one-way section. 
3:1:c Four alternative ideas were considered for further discussion with the Police 
Casualty Reduction Officer: 

• Closure of the road at the southern junction of Guildford Road, from Hatchers to 
Intime, so that traffic would be forced to use the northern junction by Bakery 
Cottages. This has a sharper angle, which would slow traffic make the turn and 
might deter some motorists from using the route. 

• Change the southern junction of the road by Hatchers to a more acute angle, 
which would again slow traffic turning along the side of the little Green.  

• Introduction of width restrictors along the one-way section of the lane to slow 
traffic down. 

• Reduction of the speed limit for the whole length of the lane. 
It was agreed that these ideas would be forwarded to the Casualty Reduction Officer so 
that he might consider them before attending a meeting with the Committee. 
 
3:2 To Discuss Width Issues in Malthouse Lane 
3:2:a Following an emergency request for an ambulance to attend a resident in upper 
Malthouse Lane, a comment made by a paramedic was reported to the Parish Council, 
stating that a larger emergency vehicle would have difficulty in passing a retaining wall, 
built from sleepers, around a bedded area outside Avila. 
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3:2:b This wall had first been drawn to the Parish Council’s attention in February 2009 
and was subsequently reported to SCC and GBC.  GBC had responded that there had 
been no breach of planning control over the construction of the wall because the 
curtilage of the property comprises the bedded area.  SCC, however, finally stated in July 
2009 that the wall did indeed encroach on to the highway and a letter had been sent to 
the resident.  
It was agreed that the Clerk should write to SCC Highways reiterating the problem and 
to request a progress report on its resolution. 
 
3:3 To Receive an Update on Community Speed Watch 
Cllr Richmond reported that the local co-ordinator of the scheme is unwell and has 
requested that equipment be transferred to her on a temporary basis. 
It was agreed that the Clerk should contact the resident of West Heath, who had 
proposed a scheme for School Lane, to ask for a progress report in enlisting volunteers. 
 
3:4 To Plan a Meeting with the Casualty Reduction Officer 
It was agreed to invite the Casualty Reduction Officer to the next meeting of the 
Committee or to arrange alternative convenient date. 
 
3:5 To Consider a Proposal for a Pedestrian Crossing at Fox Corner 

 Cllr Bohling described the difficulties of young people attempting to cross the road at 
Fox Corner in order to catch the bus to school each morning.   

 Members agreed that this was also a safety issue in the centre of the village and to ask 
advice from the Casualty Reduction Officer. 

 
4.  Sandpits  

4:1 To Respond to the Consultation on the Tree Preservation Order 
Members considered the area outlined on the plan for the tree preservation order and 
concluded that it appeared to be on land owned by the Tennis Club. 
The Clerk was instructed to respond to the official request for information accordingly 
and to state that the Parish Council had No Objection to the temporary order. 
 
4:2 To Receive an Update on Management of the Parking Restrictions 
Cllr King reported on an intermittent survey of parked vehicles during August, 
concluding that they were mostly connected with Tennis Club activities and few had 
exceeded the two-hour limit.  However, it was obvious during September that the car 
park was well used throughout the day although it was difficult to assess whether the 
vehicles belonged to commuters or people with business at one of the schools or Surrey 
Wildlife Trust. 
It was agreed that the Clerk should again conduct a survey by paying a short visit during 
the middle of the morning and again in the later afternoon, noting registration numbers 
of cars that appeared to have been parked all day.  The results of the survey will be 
reported to the next meeting of the Council. 

  
 5.  Flooding Issues 
  To Discuss Progress in Flooding Defences 
  Members reviewed the report originally produced by Cllr King in September 2007. 

It was agreed to maintain an information chart with action taken about areas of the 
Parish that have been flooded in the recent past and also to create a list of residents to 
be contacted in order to gather information if more flooding occurs.  The Clerk will 
contact GBC officers to request a progress report on work that has been completed and 
where it is still outstanding.  
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6.  Brookwood Cemetery 

           To Discuss the Current Issues of Gate Closures and Broken Glass 
Reports had been received from local residents about areas of broken glass that had been 
found on the ground near gates that have been barred between the common and the 
cemetery. 
It was agreed to write to the Brookwood member of Woking Borough Council to request 
the Cemetery owners to remove the glass because it is a hazard to both people and 
wildlife. 
 

            7.  Footpaths 
   To Consider Drainage Improvements Under the Grant-Aid Scheme 

£10,000 has been allocated in the PPC budget for the current year for improvements to 
footpaths, with 50% of the budget to be funded via the GBC grant aid scheme. 
It was agreed to make improvements to drainage in Blind Lane and to ask the 
Countryside Access Officer of SCC to visit the site to discuss details. 

 
 

 
 
The meeting ended at 8.50pm. 

 
 
 
Signed…………………………………………..   Date………………………

  
 
 
 
 
   
 
 


